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As a social scientist, a social activist, and an ethics committee member on a 

issue of what a research participant gets out of participati

returns to ensure that participants ‘get back’, particularly in genetic/genomic 

a huge potential of translating genetic research into new products such as 

Declaration (2003) takes this issue beyond individuals and states in Article 

no exploitation because people give their biological samples with altruistic 
motives for the common good and that genetic material is a common 

This book takes these arguments head on and addresses them by 
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in fact coerce or induce potential participants to participate in research, 

Chennells began this journey as a lawyer of the San community of 
Southern Africa which he has detailed in earlier writings also published by 

1  He brings into this book extensive research on other cases of 
perceived exploitation of indigenous communities, including the islanders 

the islanders had been promised of free pharmaceutical treatment if drugs 

Apart from the millions of dollars reaped as commercial gain, there 
are scholarly papers, dissertations, career path enhancements, institutional 
grants, and awards, among others, linked with these studies, which prompts 

examine the concept of ‘exploitation’ and how the case of Henrietta Lack and 

to health and economic considerations but which can include matters of 

The proposition of a common heritage of humankind has been beautifully 
exposed in the moral simplicity of the Law of the Sea and Moon Treaty 
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the well known neem tree and its medical property and turmeric powder 

similarity in moral and ethical constructs of human and non human DNA, 

an unfair ownership pattern and that the common heritage of humankind 

knowledge, products and services coming out of the research is ensured 

not true in developing countries where poverty, poor access to health care 

amounts to inducement or coercion of vulnerable populations to provide 

narrow manner in which consent to a transaction is carried out that leads 

Roman law and Aristotelian justice to a modern analysis of justice by 

justice from the ethical point of view, we are informed about the lesser 

the justice of voluntary exchange between two parties and would be key 

hrough the law 

Clarity of ideas, substantiated with theoretical evidence and actual cases, 

Each chapter is like a standalone article with an abstract, a conclusion, and 

representative of the San tribe reiterates the need to be treated fairly and 
with respect, and to be explained the details of the research and its outcomes 
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is followed by a summary of the arguments of earlier chapters which 

lacks is an index at the end of the book which would have been made the 

provides thought for ethics committees, researchers and policy makers in 

genetic research and international relations and for policy makers, research 

(attributed to Woody Allen and contextualised by Roger Chennells)!
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