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Focuson the Cancun Ministerial of WTO
Delhi Seminar on the Development in Doha Agenda

The Fifth Ministerial Conference of WTO to
be held in Cancun in September 2003 will be
of crucia interest to Indiaand other devel oping
countries. Among other issues, the Cancun
Ministerial will decidewhether or not tolaunch
negotiations on Singaporeissues, which have
important implications for developing
countries.

Aspart of the series of activities planned
in preparation of the Fifth Ministerial, RIS
organized a Discussion Meeting on the Cancun
Agenda and Beyond on Thursday, May 22,
2003 in RIS ConferenceHall. Mr. Martin Khor,
Director of Third World Network, Penang,
Malaysia, initiated thediscussion. Mr. Martin
Khor isalso aformer Vice-Chairperson of the
United Nations Human Rights Commission's
Expert Group on the Right to Development.
Heisaleading champion of the devel opment
concerns in multilateral trade negotiations.
Professor G.K. Chadha, Vice-Chancellor,
Jawaharlal Nehru University, chaired the
discussion meeting.

Mr. Martin Khor said that developing
countries need adequate policy space and
freedomto be ableto choose between different
optionsinrelationto their trade policies. The
rulesof the WTO should bereviewed to screen
out those that are “development-distorting”,
and adecision could be madethat, at theleast,
devel oping countries be exempted from being

obliged to follow rules
or measuresthat prevent
them from meeting their
development objectives.
These exemptions can
be on the basis of
specia and differential
treatment.
Regarding the
introduction of the
proposed “new issues’
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there must beagenuine
consensus of al Members on which issue
should be brought in, and on how it should be
brought in. Withinitstraditional ambit of trade
ingoods, the WTO should recrienteitsprimary
operational objectivesand principlestowards
development.

The unsatisfactory procedures and
methods used before and at Doha have made
it clear that the Situation iseven less satisfactory
than ever and thusthat thereisan imperative
for reform in the decision-making processes
and procedures of the WTO. Until this is
undertaken, itisunlikely that the developing
countries effortstoimprovetheir position and
promotetheir interestsintheWTO andinthe
multilateral trading system will bear fruit.

Unless the trend for putting more and

General, RIS and Shri Sompal, Member, Planning Commission at the Seminar.

moreissuesinto the WTO basket isreversed,
the trade system will become overloaded and
over-bloated. It will not beableto carry out the
tasks which it was originally intended to do.
Mr. Martin Khor said that members can decide
tolimittheWTO to thetasksit is supposed to
do, andtoreview itsrulesand systemto put it
back on the right track, or they can decide to
throw moreissues and complicationsinto the
system, with unknown—probably dire—
consequences.

The eminent participantsin thismeeting
included, Shri Sompal, Member, Planning
Commission, besides a number of senior
government officials and WTO experts from
policy think-tanks, academic institutions and
NGOs.

Chandigarh Workshop on WTO, Agriculture and IPRs

RIS organized, jointly with Centre for
Researchin Rural and Industrial Development
(CRRID), Chandigarh, the "Workshop on
WTO: Agriculture and Intellectual Property
Rights" in Chandigarh on May 30, 2003.

RIS Vice-Chairman, Ambassdor S.T.
Devare inaugurated the Workshop. RIS
members made following presentations: (1)
Implication of Agreement on Agriculture
(AoA) for South Asian Countriesby Shri S.K.
Mohanty, Fellow, and (2) Intellectual Property
Rights: Plant Variety Proection and
Biodiversity Issuesby Dr. Sachin Chaturvedi,
Fellow.

The presentations highlighted that the

European Union, Japan and the US were
among the most protected markets in
agriculture and devel oping countries required
substantial safeguards to remain in
competition. They also talked about regional
trade markets. It was stated that multilateralism
is preferable to regionalism. The non-tariff
barrier standards differ from one country to
another. The market strategy should be
country-specific and India should search for
possibilities of disinvestment in different
markets. Thereisneed for protected markets
toradically liberalise the agricultural sector,
particularly in terms of domestic support and
export subsidy to provide competition to the

South East Asian countries. Reduction of trade
barrierswould have asignificant impact onthe
global process. The existing rules were
stringent to the interest of the developing
countries and these issues should beraised in
theforthcoming Cancun Summit. Theemerging
WTO regime also raises anumber of issues of
concern pertaining to biodiversity and the
farmersrights, geographical indications.

The presentations were followed by
discussions on the issues raised. A large
number of audience from government,
academic, research institutions, and media
circles, attended and participated in the
discussion at the workshop.



Current Research/Advisory Activities

Tradeand Investment in the Context
of WTO

RIS had been invited by the Hanoi based
AsiaTrade Initiative of UNDP (UNDP/ATI)
to contribute to their programme on trade
and investment designed to provide
guidance to the devel oping countriesin the
Asia-Pacific region for the forthcoming
WTO Ministerial conference. In conjuction
with this, RIS was invited to participatein
the Meeting on Trade and Investment
organized by UNDP/ATI, and the Institute
of International Economics, Nankai
University, Tianjin, China on April 1-2,
2003. Subsequently a paper summarizing
Indian experiences highlighting the role of
policy and implicationsfor the WTO debate
has been submitted. Asapart of the ongoing
work on the subject apaper on"Performance
Requirements as Tools of Development
Policy: Lessons from Experiences of
Developed and Developing Countriesfor the
WTO Agenda on Trade and Investment"
(Discussion Paper # 52) was prepared and
presented at the Conference on Trade,
Investment and Development, organized by
the Ministry of Commerce and UNCTAD
with participation of representatives of
governments of 16 countries, in New Delhi
on May 18-19, 2003. RIS also provided
inputsfor the meetings of the WTO Working
Group on Trade and Investment to the
Ministry of Commerce. Contact for further
details, nkumar@ris.org.in.

TowardsA FreeTradeAreain South
Asia: ChartingA Feasible Cour sefor
TradeLiberalization with Reference
to India’s Role

This study has been conducted within the
framework of the SAARC Network of
Researchers. This study has attempted to
examine the impact of SAPTA on bilateral
preferential trade flows on conceded
products both from the point of view of
India’s imports as well as exports since
SAPTA negotiations were implemented by
the end of 1995. The study showsthat import
liberalization by India has stimulated
preferential imports from Bangladesh both
in value and share terms but imports from
Sri Lanka show no such buoyancy. A first
draft of the study has been completed. It
will befinalized soon with the revision and
updation with more recent data that has
become available. A seminar on the study
will be held soon in RIS at which Professor
I.N. Mukherjee of Jawarharlal Nehru
University, the main author of the study, will
present the main findings.

Industrial Restructuringand Export
Competitiveness of the Textiles and
Clothing Sector in South Asiain the
Context of MFA Phase-out
Thisproject forms part of the research agenda
of the SAARC Network of Researchers on
Global, Financial and Economic |ssues
assigned to the National Focal Point for India,
that isRIS, for implementation. The phase-out
of the MFA quotas by first January 2005
under the Agreement on Textiles and
Clothing (ATC) of WTO presents both
challenges and opportunitiesfor the SAARC
countries. Thetextile and clothing sector has
emerged as the most important source of
foreign exchange for ailmost all the SAARC
countries. Hence, challengesfor maintaining
export competitiveness and industrial
restructuring need to be analyzed on an
urgent basis. This study explorestheissues
related to the sustainability of textile and
apparel export growth of the SAARC
member countries. The data on patterns of
textilesand garmentsexportsfrom SouthAsian
countries have been analyzed to examine the
trendsin their international competitiveness.
Thisisbeing followed up by afield survey to
gather insightsinto the potentia of restructuring
at the regional level in strengthening
international competitivenessand draw policy
implications. Contact for further details,
upendra@ris.org.in.

Economic Cooper ation with Central
Asian Republics

RIS had organised a discussion meeting on
“Towards Sustained Growth in Kazakhstan:
Potentials of Economic Cooperation” on
October 24, 2002. It was followed up with a
discussion meeting on“ Economic Cooperation
between India and Central Asian Republics
with special reference to Uzbekistan”,
organized on May 28, 2003. Thereafter a

number of policy papers are being prepared
on India-Central Asia Cooperation. RIS is
launching, in collaboration with Confederation
of Indian Industry (CIl), awork programme
onIndia-Central AsiaEconomic Relations. The
work programme covers preparation of a
number of research/policy papers and
organization of seminarsin Delhi and Mumbai
with trade and industry representatives.
Contact for further details,
upendra@ris.org.in.

Economics of Regional Economic
Integration in Asia: A CGE
Modelling Approach

The study examined theimplications of deeper
level of economic liberalisation between
ASEAN and other four Summit level
countries within the framework of a
Computable General Equilibrium (CGE)
model. The study focuses on the
consequences of the proposed FTA on the
ASEAN+3+1. The study is also examining
the effects of further liberalisation withinthe
regiona partnersintheform of free movement
of investment and natural persons along with
FTA on these countries. The study has
incorporated monopolistic competitioninthe
model with the assumption that manufacturing
sector is subject to monopolistic competition
whereas other sectors operate under the
conditions of perfectly competitive
environment. Theresults of the study indicate
that the FTA among JACIK countries would
enhance both regional and global welfare. A
comprehensive FTA, alowing investment and
natural persons to move freely, would
effectively enhanceregiona welfarethan mere
trade liberalisation under FTA. A study was
presented in the 6th Annual International
Conference on Global Economic Analysis,
heldintheHague, on 12-14 June 2003. Contact
for further details, skmohanty @ris.org.in.

on May 26, 2003.

RISat APEC/PECC TradeForum Meeting in Phuket

RISwasinvited to participate and make apresentation at the Trade Forum Meeting jointly
organized by the PECC and the APEC Study Centers Consortium in Phuket, Thailand on May
25, 2003. Dr. Nagesh Kumar, Director General, RIS made a presentation at the Meeting,
highlighting the important features of reform process in India since1990s and some key
achievements of Indian economy in the recent times, before addressing the issue of her
approachto RTAS, bilateral FTAsand other initiativesfor economic integration with Southeast
and East Asian countries. The rel evance of Asian economic community based, on RISwork,
was also highlighted. The Meeting covered presentation made by Panelists from Japan,
Korea, ASEAN, Australia, Chile, Canada, Peru, Singapore besides Indiaon their respective
approachesto regional Trading arrangements (RTAS).

Dr. Nagesh Kumar also participated in theAPEC Study Centres Consortium Conference
that wasinaugurated by H.E. Dr. Surakiart Sathirathai, Minister of Foreign Affairsof Thailand
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Meeting of the RIS Governing Council

The Governing Council of RIS met on 26 June 2003 to discuss the work and activities of RIS. The Governing Council approved the Work
Programme of RIS for the 2003/2005 hi ennium which covers several new policy research studies and events and provided general direction to
theinstitution.

The Council Meeting was chaired by Shri K.C. Pant, Dupty Chairman, Planning Commission and Chairman RIS. The Meeting was
attended by Ambassador S.T. Devare, Vice-Chairman, RIS; Shri Shashank, Secretary (EAA), Ministry of External Affairs; Mr. Rajiv Sikri,
Additional Secretary (ER), Ministry of External Affairs; Mr. Rakesh Kumar, Additional Secretary (PPR) Ministry of External Affairs; Mr. S.N.
Menon, Additional Secretary (TPD), Ministry of Commerce; Shri Y.P. Kumar, Adviser and Head (International), Department of Scientific and
Technology; and Prof. S.L. Rao, former Chairman, Central Electricity Regulatory Commission.

Trade Complementarities and | revised version will be brought out in RIS | e Discussions and consultations with
Potential for a Single Currency in Discussion Paper Series. Contact for further various government departments and the
JACIK details, ssaxena+@pitt.edu. agencies were held to gather information
This study examines the existence of the onthestatusof ASEAN-Indiarelationsin
economic criteriafor acommon currency in | Other Consultations/Policy Papers specific areas as well as ideas for future
Asia covering Japan, ASEAN, China, India | Prepared cooperation in the context of preparations
and Korea (JACIK) in the context of RIS | ¢ RIS provided inputsand consultations to i)/f_a_draftzgc;réceglgaper SnASE:\dN_-In?Aa
research on the Asian Economic Community. the Ministry of Commerce on the MI::E(:inn of .the AggAEﬂidialgoin‘f
T.he. gnalysis In this p.a.per. shows th.at implicf':ltions of modglities of tariff Coordingtion Committee (JCC) held in
significant complementarities in trade exist reduction proposed in draft papers New Delhi in April 2003.

among JACIK countries. Most of thgm presented by Chairman, WTO's | o RS provided a Note on India-China
experience similar shocks and |abour mobility Negotiating Group on Market Access in Economic Relations and consultationsto
is already present. These results point to the May and June 2003. the PMOinthe context of visit of the Prime
fact that the cost of adopting asingle currency e RIS commented on the draft World Minister to China.

may be minimal, while huge benefits could Investment Report 2003 at the invitation e Negotiations of the Indo-Thai Bilateral
accure from enhanced trade. The study was of UNCTAD, Geneva. FTA: RISprovidedinputsfor India's offer
conducted by Dr. Sweta Chaman Saxena, e Concept Note and aproposal for work on list of products and consultations to the
Assistant Professor, GSPIA, University of the Role of Indian Diasporafor Fostering Ministry of Commercefor theforthcoming
Pittsburg, USA, while working at RIS as a India-ASEAN Economic Relationsfor the meeting of the Joint Negotiating Group
Visiting Fellow during May-June 2003. A Ministry of External Affairs. for the FTA.
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L atest Publications

Pol

RIS has launched this new series to
communicatetheresultsof itsresearch
on specificissuesto the policymakers
in anon-technical and crisp manner.
Thefirst set of Policy Briefsincludes:

#1

#2

#3

icy Briefs

Relevance of an Asian
Economic Community
Initiative for  Closer
Economic Cooperation with
Neighbouring Countries in
South Asia

Reserve Bank of Asia:
Institutional Framework for
Monetary and Financial

- RIS Poticy Briers

- RIS Posic v Briefs

- RIS Poiicy Briers

Cooperation in Asia

Discussion Papers

#45

#46

#47

#48

#49

#50

Possibility of Close Economic Cooperation between I ndiaand
Singapore by S.K. Mohanty, April 2003.

This paper shows that the two countries have high degree of economic
potentialsto complement each other for mutual benefit. The close economic
cooperation should not be extended only up to Free Trade Area, but should
encompass more strategic economic areasfor cooperation such asinvestment,
joint production and marketing, and cooperation in trade in services

Towards a Multipolar World of International Finance
by Ramgopal Agarwalaand Gauri Modwel, April 2003.

The domestic policy reforms proposals have to be seen in the political
economy context of the benefits accruing to the leader under the current
unipolar international financial system. The only viable alternative to the
countries adversely affected by the unipolar financial world is to reduce
their dependence on the current international system and develop their own
regional financial architecture. Europe has made a good beginning in that
direction. Asia should now follow suit.

Towards an Economic Community: Exploring the Past
by Vineeta Shanker, April 2003.

The paper sketches the historical roots of the Asian community. It shows
that these historical tiesrun deep and can be traced back to the pre-Christian
Era. It brings out the close economic links that bound the region into a
highly developed, complex and flourishing network of regional trade. It
also highlights the importance of these regional economic relations not
only in the growth and prosperity of the region but also as the very basis of
the expanding long distance trade. Interaction among the Asian countries
was not limited to the economic but went beyond to include social, political,
cultural and religious aspects.

Regional TradeLiberalisation under SAPTA and India’'s Trade
Linkages with South Asia: An Empirical Assessment
by S.K. Mohanty, May 2003.

In order to examine the efficacy of various rounds of SAPTA, the study
attempts to link the contents in the regional PTA with other trade related
issues and throw light on the prospects of trade liberalisation in the region.

A Road to Common Prosperity — Examination of An FTA
between India and China by Li Wei, May 2003.

In this paper the authors makes a strong plea for a bilateral FTA between
India and China.

ASEAN’s Contribution to the Building of an Asian Economic
Community by K. Kesavapany, May 2003.

Currently, ASEAN holds separate annual summit meetings with China,
Japan and Koreawithin theASEAN+3 framework, and will also be holding
similar meetings with India. In the context of an Asian Economic
Community, ASEAN thus could serve as avital link between Indiaand the
East Asian economies. Hopefully, this could |ead to the establishment of an
ASEAN-+4 framework. Such aframework would enable North and Southeast
Asiato interact more effectively with India.

#51

#52

Indiaand theAsian Economic Community by Mukul G. Asher
and Sadhna Srivastava, May 2003.

There is increasing recognition that even as Asian countries engage in
competition, Asia-wide communication and dialogue, constructive co-
operation, and institution building through JACIK (or similar forum) provide
much sounder base for securing Asia’s future and its rightful place in the
world community than the current sub-regional efforts. There is therefore
urgency in establishing an Asia-wide forum such as JACIK. Given India’'s
gradual emergence as a knowledge-based economy and the existence of
wide-ranging complementaritieswith other JACIK countries, Indiais poised
to play animportant rolein the proposed new Asian Economic Community.

Performance Requirements as Tools of Development Policy:
Lessons from Experiences of Developed and Developing
Countries for the WTO Agenda on Trade and | nvestment
by Nagesh Kumar, June 2003.

This paper reviews the experiences of developed and developing countries
todraw implicationsfor the current debate on the relevance of performance
requirements (PRs). It summarizesthe evidence on use of PRsin developed
countries, reviews theoretical, cross-country and case evidence on
effectiveness of PRsin meeting their stated policy objectivesin developing
countries.

Journals

South Asia Economic Journal, Vol. 4(1), January to June, 2003.
(Special Issue on the WTO , South Asian Agriculture and
IPRS).

Articles:

e Globalization, South Asian Agriculture and the WTO by Alan
Bullion

e Agreement on Agriculture: Issuesof Market Accessfor South Asian
Countries by Posh Raj Pandey

o Market Access in Agricultural Trade: Issues Concerning India by
Rajiv Mehta
IPRs and Agriculture: South Asian Concerns by Anitha Ramanna

e The Corporate Pharmaceutical Model and the Legacy of Doha:
Whither a Global Consensus on Public Health Governance? by
Joseph Savirimuthu

e India, the European Union and Geographical I ndications: Convergence
of Interests and Challenges Ahead by Sachin Chaturvedi

e TheWTO and Nepal: Compatibility and Contradiction between the
Agreements and the Acts by Bhubanesh Pant.

Publications by RIS Faculty Members in Outside
Journals

“Food Security and Structural Adjustment Programme” by S.K.
Mohanty, Productivity Journal, Vol. 43(1), April-June, pp 5-13,
2002.

“Liberalisation, Firm Size and R& D Performance: A Firm Level
Study of Indian Pharmaceutical Industry” by Jaya Prakash
Pradhan, Journal of Indian School of Political Economy, Oct.-
Dec. 2002.

“Development in Biotechnology: International Initiatives, Status
in India and Agenda before Developing Countries’ by Sachin
Chaturvedi, Science, Technology and Society 8:1 (2003), Sage
Publications, New Delhi.

“GEAC and Biotechnology: Which Way and What For?" by
Sachin Chaturvedi, Economic and Political Weekly, April 24,
2003.

“Biotechnology: Need for Reliable Statistics” by Sachin
Chaturvedi, Economic and Political Weekly, May 31, 2003.pp.
2113-2114.

"Food Safety: Distorting Standards that Impede Exports" by
Rajesh Mehta (co-authored with J. George) in TerraGreen, TERI
publication, Issue 39, June 30, 2003.
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Networking and Seminars on Asian Economic Community
in China and Japan

As a part of the follow-up of the RIS research on economic integration
in Asia (see RIS Diary April 2003), RIS has made attempts to establish
networking links with leading think-tanks in China and Japan in the
period reported in this issue of RIS Diary.

Development Resear ch Center of the State Council, Beijing

Seminar presentation at DRC.

During histrip to Beijing on 3-4 April 2003, DG-RIS, Dr Nagesh Kumar,
visited the Development Research Center (DRC) of the State Council
and made a presentation on A Framework for India-China Economic
Partnership on 4 April 2003. DRC is a top-level policy think-tank of the
State Council (or Cabinet) of China. The presentation was attended by
about 25 experts having representation of, besides DRC faculty, many
influential think-tanks and government agencies such as the China
Institute of Contemporary International Relations, China Institute of
International Studies, Ministry of Commerce (formerly MOFTEC),
scholars from Beijing University, officials from Asia Department of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Xinhua News Agency.

The presentation was co-chaired by Professor Lan Weiban, Deputy
Director-General, and Professor Li Tonglian, Director-General,
International Cooperation Department, DRC.

The presentation touched upon the recent trends in India-China
trade and its potential in view of the complementarities and argued for
cooperation between India and China in building an Asian Economic
Community for exploiting the region’s vast resources for mutual
development, drawing upon our recent work on the subject. The
presentation evoked a lot of response from the audience who posed
questions on constraints in promoting bilateral economic relations, the
relevance and possible obstacles to the Asian Economic Community,
among other issues.

After the presentation, the issues concerning the inter-institutional
cooperation and exchange of delegations between DRC and RIS were
discussed. In view of DRC’s on-going research programme on Asian
economic integration, there would be synergies between DRC and RIS.

Chinese Academy of International Trade and Economic
Cooperation, Beijing

T

Seminar presentation at CAITEC.

During his stay in Beijing, Dr Nagesh Kumar was also invited to give a
Seminar on the Relevance of Asian Economic Community at the Chinese
Academy of International Trade and Economic Cooperation (CAITEC).
ThisMeeting was chaired by Dr. Li Yushi, Vice President of the CAITEC,

Ministry of Commerce, (formerly MOFTEC) and was attended by senior
officials of the Academy. RIS has already established some contacts with
CAITEC as one of its researchers Mr. Li Wel had participated in RIS
Conference on Asian Economic Community in March 2003 and made a
presentation on relevance of an India-China FTA. The CAITEC is the
think-tank of the Ministry of Commerce covering work on WTO issues,
Asia Pacific cooperation, multinational enterprises, among others, and
brings out reports on Foreign Trade Situations in China.

The presentation at CAITEC drew upon RIS recent work on the
subject to make a strong case for the Asian Economic Community which
could cover Japan, ASEAN, China, India and Korea (JACIK) in the first
phase. The presentation was followed by an intensive discussion on various
issues concerning the Asian economic integration. The overall response
was quite favourable and provoked a lot of interest among the audience.

Thediscussion with CAITEC also covered exchange of publications
and networking with RIS.

Dr Kumar also visited Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) (Professor Sun Shihai, Deputy
Director and Professor Wang Hongwei), and discussed the issues
concerning bilateral economic relations between India and China.

China Centre for Contemporary World Studies, Beijing

Members of CCCWS Delegation at RIS.

A delegation consisting Mr. Yu Hongun, Director, China Centre for
Contemporary World Studies (CCCWS), Beijing; Mr. Zhou Yuyun,
Research Fellow, CCCWS; Mr. Mou Hong, Researcher, CCCWS; Mr.
Feng Wei and Mr. ChenYing, Assistant Researchers, CCCWS; and Mr. Shi
Xiaohu, CCCWS; aong with Air Commodore Jagjit Singh, Director, Centre
for Strategic Studies, Indiavisted RIS on 16 April 2003 for an interactive
session at which Dr Nagesh Kumar, Director General, RIS made a
presentation on Reforms, Economic Performance, and a Perspective on
Bilateral Economic Relations with China. Members of the RIS Faculty
also participated in the discussions.

Institute of Developing Economies of JETRO, Tokyo, Japan
During his visit to Tokyo on 16-17 June 2003, Dr Nagesh Kumar visited
the Institute of Developing Economies (IDE) of JETRO, Chiba and
delivered a seminar presentation on the Relevance of Asian Economic
Community on 17 June 2003 at the IDE’s seminar room. The presentation
waswell attended and was followed up by intensive discussion. In general
the audience agreed with main contention of the presentation that Asia
needs to move towards regional economic integration and that JACIK
provided a way forward.

The presentation was followed by a meeting with senior officials of
the International Cooperation Department of IDE on the possibilities of
institutional cooperation. RIS and | DE agreed on networking arrangement,
involving exchange of publications, exchange of faculties for short-
term visiting fellowships, to explore future collaborative research,
particularly for the proposed RIS Conference to be organized in Tokyo
in 2004 on JACIK.

Dr Kumar also visited the headquarters of the Sasakawa Peace
Foundation and had a meeting with its President Mr Akira Iriyama,
besidesADB Institute and the National Institute for Research Advancement
during his stay in Tokyo.
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Faculty News

Dr Nagesh Kumar, Director-General

® Released to the Press the ESCAP’s
Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the
Pacific on 17 April 2003 at the UNIC, New
Delhi.

® Participated in the Peer-Review Meeting
on the Draft World Investment Report 2003 at
UNCTAD, Genevaon 12-13 May 2003.

® Madeakeynote presentation on theissue
of Performance Requirements: Tools for
Development Policies at the International
Conference on Trade and Development
organized by Ministry of Commerce, Govt. of
India, in cooperation with UNCTAD in New
Delhi on May 18-20, 2003.

® Madeapresentationon India’sApproach
to RTAs in East Asia at the Trade Forum
Meeting jointly organized by the APEC Study
Center and Pacific Economic Cooperation
Council (PECC), heldin Phuket, Thailand, on
25" May 2003.

® Delivered a seminar presentation on the
Relevance of Asian Economic Community on
June 17, 2003 the Institute of Developing
Economies (IDE) of JETRO, Tokyo on June
16-17, 2003.

® Participated in the “Workshop for the
Project on Foreign Direct Investment and
Economic Development: Lessons from East
Asian Experiences’ held on 18-19 June 2003
at Fukuoka, Japan and organized by the World
Bank Institute.

Dr. Rajesh Mehta, Senior Fellow

® Made a presentation on “Emerging
Regional TradingArrangementsin SouthAsia
A Case Study of India-Sri Lanka FTA”, at
IFPRI, Washington, 9" May, 2003.

® Attended seminar on “New Road to
SustainableAgriculture and Competitiveness:
Making Standard Work for Developing
Country Producers’ organised by Chemonic
International, Washington, USA, May 16,
2003, GGSA 2003.

® Attended a USDA Conference on
“Economic and Biological Modelsrelating to
International Standards, Washington, May 18,
2003.

® Made a presentation on “Market Access
for Developing Countries: Tariff Analysisin
the Context of WTO Round Negotiations, at
IFPRI, Washington, USA, 19 May, 2003.

® Participated in discussion meeting with
officials of Economic Research Division,
USDA on May 11, Washington.

Shri S.K. Mohanty, Fellow

® Madeapresentation onthe Trade Prospects
of India's Handicraft Sector in the WTO
RegimeintheMinistry of Textiles(Handcraft),
New Delhi on May 26, 2003.

® Made a presentation on India's Bilateral
Maritime Trade with Japan at a discussion
meeting with the del egation from Japan, received
by theIndian Ocean Society on June 19, 2003.

Dr. Ram Upendra Das, Fellow

® Presented apaper on Trade Liberalization
and Development: Challengesfor SouthAsia
at the South Asia Workshop on Analysis of
Trade Liberalization for Poverty Alleviation
organized by IFPRI and World Bank in
Colombo, April 21-25, 2003.

® Deélivered alecture on “An Overview of
Challenges Emanating from the WTO Regime
for Developing Countries” at the Training
Programme for Foreign Journalists at Indian
Institute of Mass Communication (1IMC),
New Delhi on April 2 and 3, 2003.

® Participatedinthe Seminar on“Centrd Asia
and Indian Business. Emerging Trends and
Opportunities’ organized by Confederation of
Indian Industry (ClI) at Hotel Le Meridien,
May 22, 2003.

® Participated in the Seminar on “Women
Workers in TNC Supply Chain in the RMG
Sector: Policies, Issues and Strategies”
organized by Oxfam GB at India Habitat
Centre, May 23, 2003.

Dr. Sachin Chaturvedi, Fellow

® Made presentation at the “Science
Technology Policy Ad Hoc Working Party
Mesting on Biotechnology Stetistics’ organized
by OECD in Parison May 12-13, 2003.

® Chief Discussant at the CERNA, Centre
of Industrial Economics of French Ministry
of Industrial Affairs Discussion Meeting on
“Biotechnology inIndid’, heldin Parison May
14, 2003.

® Madepresentation at the Seminar on“1PR
and Benefit Sharing”, organized by National

Botonical Research Institute (NBRI) in
Lucknow on June 2, 2003.

® Participated inthe Discussion Meeting on
“Biotechnology and Development”, held in
Indian Institute of Management, Bangaloreon
June 6, 2003.

® Presentationon“Trade, |PR and Biosafety:

the Regional Session of the Conference of
Biodiversity Forum (GBF), organized by
IUCN in Dhaka on June 16, 2003.

Dr. J. Geor ge, Consultant

for Indian Economy and Business —organised
by National Intellectual Property Organization
(NIPO) on April 17, 2003.

Sustainability’, organised by the Centre for
the Study of Law & Governance, Jawaharlal
Nehru University on April 24-25, 2003.

® Discussant at the Seminar on ‘Impact of
Agricultural Trade and related Reforms on
Domestic Food Security in India’ organized
by Institute of Economic Growth and Food
and Agriculture Organization of UN on April
28, 2003.
® Participated in the Workshop on ‘Buffer
Stocking Policy for Tenth Five-Year Plan’
organised by Agro-Economics Research
Centre(AERC), University of Delhi, on May
12, 2003.

Safeguards & Industrial Tariffs in the WTO
Framework’ and ‘ Dealing with Tariff and Non-

the Haryanalnstitute of PublicAdministration,
Gurgaon during May 12-16, 2003.

On the occasion of the joint
"Workshop on WTO: Agriculture and
Intellectual Property Rights" organized by
RIS and CRRID in Chandigarh on May
30, 2003 aMemorandum of Understanding
was signed between RIS and Centre for
Research in Rural and Industrial
Development (CRRID), Chandigarh with
aview to promoting academic cooperation
in the areas of international and
development economics from the
perspective of developing countries. The
MOU was signed by Ambassador S.T.
Devare, Vice-Chairman, RIS and Mr.
Rashpal Malhotra, Director, CRRID.

RIS signsan MoU with CRRID

Some Issues of Concern for South Asia’, at

® Discussant on‘1PRsand their Implications

® Discussant in the Business Session on
‘Rural Governance’' at the International
Seminar on ‘Administrative Reformsin India:
Good Practices, Their Context and

® Delivered lectures on ‘Effective Use of

Tariff Barriersin the International Market’ at

From left: Ambassador S.T. Devare, Vice-Chairman,
RIS and Mr. Rashpal Malhotra, Director, CRRID
signing the MoU documents.
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Development Cooperation: Focuson Nepal, Egypt and

Uzbekistan

Under theitsVisiting Fellowship Programme
on International Economic Issues and
Development Policy RIS receives three
research scholars or senior officials from
developing countries for four months each.
During thisperiod theVisiting Fellows get an
orientation in contemporary international
economic policy issuesand work on aresearch
project jointly with RIS faculty. The
programme is conducted in conjuction with
the Indian Technical and Economic
Cooperation (ITEC) programme of the
Ministry of External Affairs, Government of
India. ThreeVisiting Fellows, viz. Dr. Gyanu
Raja Shrestha, Tax Officer, Ministry of
Finance, Nepal; Mr. Abdurahim Okhunove
Abduraxmonovich, Senior Research and
Economic Analyst, The University of World
Economy and Diplomacy, Republic of
Uzbekistan; and Mr. Abdel Hamid Saba
Elregal, Economic Analyst, Ministry of
Foreign Trade, Arab Republic of Egypt
conducted their research under this programme
a RIS.

RIS organized a Discussion Meeting
onMay 28, 2003 on the broad theme of India's
development cooperation with Nepal,
Uzbekistan and Egypt respectively.
Ambassador S.T. Devare, Vice-Chairman, RIS
chaired the Discussion Meeting. At this

Fromeft: Mr. Abdel hamid saba Elregal, Economic Analyst, Ministry of Foreign Trade, Arab Republic of Egypt;
Mr. Abdurahim Okhunov, Senior Research & Economic Analyst, University of World Economy and Diplomacy,

Uzbekistan; Ambassador ST. Devare, Vice-Chairman,

RIS (in Chair); Dr. Nagesh Kumar, Director-General,

RIS, and Dr. Gyanu Raja Shreshta, Tax Officer, Ministry of Finance, Internal Revenue Office, Nepal.

workshop, the three Visiting Fellows at RIS
under the ITEC Programme, viz. Dr. Gyanu
Raja Shrestha, Nepal; Mr. Abdurahim
Okhunov A bduraxmonovich, Uzbekistan; and
Mr. Abdel Hamid SabaElregal, Arab Republic
of Egypt presented their papers prepared in
consultation with RIS faculty during their
period of fellowship at RIS.

Themain purpose of thisworkshop was
to generate debate and discuss new ideas on

RISIin Media

the potentials of cooperation between Indiaon
the one hand and Nepal, Uzbekistan and Egypt
on the other. A large number of participants
from government departments, academia,
industry and diplomatic circleswereinvited to
participate in the workshop and give their
valuable views and observations. The
presentations of the I TEC Fellows have been
brought out as their respective Discussion

Papers.

Developed Nations Likely To Tight
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CHANDIGaRN, MAY 30
The Agreement on Agriculture

RIS, CRIID sign
MoU on academic
cooperation

developing  countries
increase exports as compared to
the imports, besides affecting an

‘Farmers more protected
in developed countries’

HT Live Correspondent
Chandigarh, May 30

LEADING FARM sector ex-
pert Dr S.K. Mohanty, from
Research and Information
System (RIS), today said
that the farming communi-
ty in European Union (EU),
USA and Japan is more pro-

tected than their counter-
parts in the developing
countries.

Addressing a workshop
on “WTQ: Agriculture and
Intellectual Property
Rights” here, Dr Mchanty
said the farmers in the de-
veloped countries enjoy
more subsidies in the agri-

cutture field and therefore
are more aggressive in the
present-day price war.

The workshop was jointly
organised by RIS and Centre
for Research in Rural and
Industrial Development
(CRRID).

Dr Sachin Chaturvedi,
another expert from RIS,

stressed on the need for pay-
ing more attenlion to the en-
vironmentally-sensitive

goods and suggested that
the trading should be on
the lines of social responsi-

“Under the influence of
biased international poli-
cies, over 7.4 per cent of In-
dian food products are re-
jected in thewworld market, 3
he said: .

‘The 'workshop was-aimet
at bringing greater aware-
ness among experts in the
northern region vis-a-vis in”
ternational economic and
social issues.

(AGA) is highty asymetrical and
is more favourable for the devel-
oped than the developing world,
Mr S.K. Mohanti said during his
presentation on “Agreement on
agricultuce: challenges and oppuc-
tunities™  at a’ workshop on the
WTO: agriculture and intellectu-

al property rights” organised joint-

Ty by the Research and Informa-

tion Syctem for the Non-Aligned

‘Despite Hype, WTO
Has Failed To Serve
Desnred Purpose’
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Tt has bccome difficult for the
fihe de wosld

1o penetrate into the most pro~
tected markets of the developed

. world — European Union { EU),

Japan and the USA. Agricultural
subsidies have been increasing in
these countries and at present the
fevel of subsidies exceed the
expected fevel of welfare gaing
from agricultural tiberalisation.
My Mohanti said the non-taniff’
barrier sandards differed from
ate country to another, The mar-
ket strategy should be country-
specific and india shouid search
for possibilities of disinvestment
in different markets
sa stressed the need for the
pro markets o radically lib-
eralive the agniculiural seetor, par-
ficularly m tenns of domestic
support and export subsidy, ©
provide competition 10 the South
East Asian countries The acces-
sibylity of these niarkets to the

standing (MoU) with a view 10!

promoting acadermic cooperation, :{:g’ﬁmej,‘gﬁﬁm :
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op:
CRRID Director, My Rashpal; e
Mathotra, and the Vice-Chairman:  Aewestis copnions
of the RIS, Mr S.T Devare, and; BUG ¥ WTO has not
shall be reviewed and evaluated.  ermen poie b i 2o
only after three years. e

The Mol would help provide . sespite being an

inputs at the tegional Jevel 10 ooy
experts in Dethi.

In his inaugural address, Mr
Paramjit $. Sahai said the theme
of the warkshop was of specific
interest in this region as Punjab
and Haryana comprised the agri-
cultural belt.

Dr Sachin Chaturvedi made a
presentation on “WTO: trade in
GM goods and emerging IPR
regime: Oplions before India.™
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| mportant Visitor s/Delegations Recalved

® Professor SatyaMurty, President, Institute
of Asian Studies, Hyderabad on April 9, 2003.

® Ambassador PS. Sahai, IFS (Retd.), and
Faculty Member, Centrefor Researchin Rural
and Industrial Development (CRRID),
Chandigarh on April 17, 2003.

® A two member delegation from UNCTAD,
Genevavisited RISonApril 21, 2003 and had
discussionswith RISregarding the evaluation
of thework programme of UNCTAD ontrade
and environment.

® Dr. Jean-PierreA. Verbiest, Assistant Chief
Economist, Economics and Research
Department, Asian Development Bank,
ManilaonApril 29, 2003.

® Shri T.K. Arun, Economic Editor, Economic
Times, New Delhi on May 17, 2003.

® Dr. Martin Khor Kok Peng, Third World
Network, Malaysiaon May 22, 2003.

® Professor Gerd Junne, University of
Amsterdam, on May 23, 2003.

@ DrBalhir Kaur, Director (Economic Policy
Analysis Division), Reserve Bank of India,
New Delhi on May 29, 2003.

® Shri S. Jagadeesan, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Industry, and other officials of
Ministry of Industry and Paper Industry,
Government of India, on May 29, 2003.

Forthcoming Events

® Mestingof thelndia-ASEAN Forum
for consultations on India-ASEAN
Vision 2020 Concept Paper on July 18,
2003 in New Delhi.

® \Workshop on A Strategic Approach
to Strangthening International
Competitiveness in Knowledge-
based Industries on July 24, 2003 in
New Delhi.

® Policy Analysis and Advisory
Network for South Asia (PAANSA)
M eeting to beorganized jointly by RIS,
ADB, and IFPRI in New Delhi on
August 5, 2003.

® Seminar on Development in the
Doha Development Round:
Priorties for Cancun on August 8,
2003.

® Seminars on the Agenda of the
Cancun Ministerial Conference of
WTO in Delhi aswell asin Cancun at
thesidelinesof theMinisterial Meeting,
August and September 2003. (SeeRIS
websitefor details.)

® Seminar on Towards A Free Trade
Areain SouthAsiain New Delhi. Date
to be announced.

Visiting Fellowships Programme in International Economic Issues
and Development Policy
RIS announcesthreeVisiting Research Fellowshipsininternational development policy research

during 2003-2004 for researchers from devel oping countries. These Fellowships are offered
under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) Programme of the Ministry of

External Affairs, Government of India.

RISintendsto select three candidates for the 2003-2004. They will beinvited to commence
their four months' Fellowship at amutually convenient date within the year.

® Ms. Supriya Banerji, Head, CII
International and Ms. Sairee Chahal, Executive
Officer from Confederation of Indian Industry
(CIl), New Delhi on June 4, 2003 regarding
RIS-CII collaborative programme on India-
Central Asiaeconomic relations.

® Mr. Nguyen Huu Dien, First Secretary and
Mr. Nguyen Minh Tuan, Economic Attache,
Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
New Delhi visited RIS and had discussions
on the issues concerning cooperation among
Asian Countries on June 9, 2003.

® Shri Eduardo Faleiro, Member of
Parliament (Rajya Sabha) on June 23, 2003.

® Ms. AnuradhaRajivan and Ms. Achilafrom
UNDP, Delhi RIS on June 24, 2003.

® Vice-Admira Mihir Roy, Instituteof Indian
Ocean Studies on June 25, 2003.

® Dr Steven M. Jaffee, Senior Economist,
Poverty Reduction and Economic Management
Economic Policy, The World Bank,
Washington, USA and Dr Spencer Henson,
Associate Professor, Department of
Agricultural Economics and Business/
Consumer Studies, University of Guelph,
Ontario, Canada, on June 26, 2003.

® Dr.R.K.Jain, Scientist & Officer Incharge,
Delhi Centre, Central Pulp & Paper Research
Institute, on 30 June 2003.

® Shri M.C. Singhi, Economic Advisor,
Office of the Comptroller & Auditor General
of India, June 2003.

About:the RIS

The Research'and Information System for the Non-Aligned and Other Developing
Countries (RIS) isan autonoemous research institution established with thefinancial support
of the Government of India. RISisIndia’scontribution to the fulfilment of thelong-felt need
of the devel opingworldfor creatinga’ Think Tank’ on global issuesin thefield of international
economic relations and devel opment cooperation. RIS has also been envisioned asaforum
for fostering effectiveintellectual dialogue among devel oping countries.

RISis also mandated to function as an advisory body to the Government of India on
matters pertaining to multilateral economic and social issues, including regional and sub-
regional cooperationarrangements, asmay bereferred toitfromtimeto time. RISfunctions
in close associ ation with various governmental badies, researchinstitutions, academicians,
policy-makers, business and industry circles in India and abroad. RIS has a consultative
status with UNCTA D and NAM-and-has conducted-policy research-and other activitiesin
collaboration with other agencies, including UN-ESCAPR, UNCTAD, UNU, Group of 77,
SAARC Secretariat, Asian Development Bank (ADB), The World Bank, and the South
Centre.

RIS publication programme covers books, research monographs, discussion papers and
policy briefs. It also publishes journals entitled, South Asia Economic Journal, Asian
Biotechnology and Devel opment Review, and'RISDiary.

RISDiary appearsin January, April, July and October. It isavailable from RIS or can be
downloaded from RIS website.

Core |V-B, Fourth Floor,
India Habitat Centre
Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110 003

India.
Ph. 91-11-24682177-80
. Fax: 91-11-24682173-74
Research and Information System for the Email: dgoffice@ris.org.in
Non-Aligned and Other Developing Countries Website: http:/www.ris.org.in

Managing Editor: Tish Kumar Malhotra
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